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  Comprehension 333

Vocabulary • Unknown Words

	 •	 A	dictionary	lists	words	in	alphabetical	order	and	gives	their	meanings,	part	of	speech,	and	
pronunciations.	A	glossary	is	an	alphabetical	list	of	important	words	and	their	meanings	that	are	
used	in	a	book.	Glossaries	are	located	at	the	back	of	a	book.	

	 •	 Sometimes	an	unknown word	doesn’t	have	context	clues	to	help	you	find	its	meaning.	Then	
you	should	look	up	the	word	in	a	dictionary	or	glossary.

Directions Read the following passage. Then use the glossary in the back of your book or a 
dictionary to answer the questions below. 

One of the pioneers of underwater 
research was Jacques Cousteau. He 

invented the “Aqua-Lung” in 1943. The 
Aqua-Lung was the first compressed air 
diving tank that allowed divers to stay 
underwater for long periods of time. This 
tank allowed Cousteau to move freely 
among the fish he studied. Cousteau 

also helped create, or invent, a camera 
for filming underwater. His television 
series, The Undersea World of Jacques 
Cousteau, was extremely popular. People 
were compelled by images of the deep 
sea that they were able to view without 
leaving their homes.

  1. What is the meaning of compressed? 

 
 2. What is the meaning of pioneer? Is pioneer used as a verb or a noun in this passage?

 

 

 3. What is the meaning of invent? 

 
 4. Look up Jacques Cousteau in your dictionary. Did you find him listed under C or J? When was he 

born?

 
 5. Find an unfamiliar word in the passage. Write a sentence using this word.

 

 

Home Activity	 Your	child	read	a	short	passage	and	used	a	dictionary	and	glossary	to	find	the	meanings	of	
unknown	words.	Read	an	article	together	and	pick	a	few	unknown	words.	If	your	child	cannot	find	context	
clues	to	help	with	the	meanings,	ask	him	or	her	to	find	the	meanings	in	a	dictionary.	
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Home Activity Your child identified misspelled words in a paragraph. Ask your child to name a pair of 
list words and describe how one of the consonants is pronounced differently in each.
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336 Spelling Related Words 

Related Words
Proofread an E-Mail Shawnelle wrote an e-mail to her friend. Circle six  
spelling errors and one capitalization error. Write the corrections on the lines.

Dear nancy,

I had a great time at the outdoor musick festival. The 
hole group played so well. I especially liked the selecshun 
played by the alectric guitars. Playing without a 
conductor must be hard. It was difficult to see who gave 
the signle to start. When it began raining I wondered 
what they would do to protek the instruments. Luckily 
I had a raincoat which kept me dry! Thanks again for 
giving me your extra ticket.

Your friend,

Kim

 1. _______________ 2. ___________________

 3. _______________ 4. ___________________

 5. _______________ 6. ___________________

 7. _______________

Proofread Words Circle the correct spelling of the word.

 8. musishun musician musicshun

 9. magisshun magicshun magician

 10. partial partshel parshel

 11. select selekt selek

 12. haston hastin hasten

 13. resignashun resinashun resignation

 14. finaly finally finely 

 15. electrician electreshun aletrician

 16. condemnation condemmation condennation

Spelling Words

Frequently 
Misspelled 

Words

 finally
 whole
 want

music
musician
select
selection
sign
signal
part
partial
haste
hasten 

protect
protection
magic
magician
resign
resignation
electric
electrician
condemn
 condemnation

Spelling Words
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